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Evergreen RY (www.goevergreenrvicom) was the
first, and 1o date, the oaly manufscmrer o produce @ top
ruted Emeruld certified green model, and i also the only one
i include an Energy Star rated roof, What's more, Evergreen
was awarded Innovative Practices points because they plant
8 wee for each certified unit they sell. To emphasize the
significance of the high rating achieved by Evergreen BV,
TEA did not expect that any manufacturer would be able
i meat the siringent requirements of the Emerald rating
Dither models awarded the “Centified Green™ distinction are
the popular—

Javeo Jav Flight

{www. jayco.com}

Starcraft Autumn Ridge 4

(www starcraftrv.com) Certified

Surveyvor and R-Podd 'GREEN
Ty PR G s

from Forest Rives . 5
(www, forestrivering.com)

Woodland Park's park model senes {www woodland-park
com} hivve also received the certiffication.

Some of the inilistives underisken by cosch manufocturers
in mmattempd o be environmentally friendly are of enormous
bengfit to the owner. The flooe, walls, and roof of most
recreaiional vehicles are constructed using 8 substaniial
amount of wond and wood composites, The lauan used
in wall and ceiling panels is also Enown sz “Braziln
mahogeny” because it s 8 hardwood that comes from rain
forests ranging from South American to Indonesias, Becauss
of the manuficturing process, this matenal actually emits
trace-amounts of gasses such as formaldehyde. Although i
is impartnt to node that the doses involved are so minute
5 10 not really be damgerous, this oul-gassing is not cxactly
enviro-fricndly,  In. sddition, sz many coach owners are
paare, wood 18 subgect to'dry rot, mildew, and delamination,
and it 15 very difficult io keep obder coaches properly sealed
against the elements o prevent these conditions. Evergreen
RV has replaced all of the wood in their cenified green
trailers and replaced it with composite materials. They
have eliminated approximately fifty shects of lauan, as
well as three 1o four sheets of phywood, per trailer, These
mdterials are lighter and stronger than wood, and thers s
nooil-gsiing mvolved, Perhaps more importantly. o the
consumer this menns there can be no dry rotor delamination
since the material is waterproof as well as mibdew resistant,
Because composite materials are o direct replocement for
wiood, green coaches that wiilize this construction iechnigque
ire awarded points in the Resource Efficiency calegory,
Also; since these miterials do not result in any out-gassing,
points are also gained in the Indoor Air Quality category,

In oader for a cenified company 1o earn an actual certified
green rating on & unil, they have 1o earn & minimum number
of points in each of the five calegories. As discussed,

Resource Efficiency points are awarded whenever the use
of natural resources soch a5 wood and metal are reduced
or eliminated. Window awnings are an example of Energy
Efficiency points. Window awnings not only reduce the
heat load inside the RV, resulting in reduced cyvele time
for the wr conditioner, but they also assist in keeping the
oocupants cool. Witer Efficiency points are easily acquired
by installing low-flow fixtures and minimizing the lengths
of water lines. With indoor air quality requirements, owners
can be sore they are not being exposed 10 the same levels
of unhealthy particulates inside their coach. Finally, there
ire the Operation & Maintenance points. This mainly has
to do with the owner’s mansal & castomer irining, or
walk-through. Manufacturers receive points in this area
if their owner's manual addresses issues such as how 1o
control humidity, organic pest control, organic cleaners, the
importance. of maintmining the BY, maintenance checklist,
and practices o conserve energy and water.

Forest Aiver A-FPod

Some of the green manufacturing processes that may be
considered part of the cemification process range from
simple changes to complex production line alterations.
Process improvements that can be underisken  inelude
cutting wire 10 exact lengths to eliminate waste, using
separite recyching facilities, using eco-frendly insulation
that is formaldehyde-free and contains recycled glass and
sand, efficient insulation practices, and recycling vinyl
suding. There are also initiatives such as reclasming water
used 1o 1est plumbing systems in new coaches,

There are some manufscturers who have decided w be
more environmentally friendly in the production of their
prodocts, but are not vet TRA certified. Lance Indusiries,
u mapufacturer of campers and travel trailers, is one such
company, They no longer use any wood framing in their
products having replaced it with aluminum. They have
improved the insulation sllowing them o use smaller air
conditioners and their smaller campers have provisions for
small portable gemerators, which use less fuel. They use
radial tires on tradlers thereby improving fuel economy.
Additionally, they use wood imported from Spain, which has
nir formaldehyde. for the cabinetry. The latter is constructed
using screws only, which eliminates staples and glue. Lance
no longer uses plastic “gimp™ in their products, have reduced
the amount of carpet. and will soon be eliminating the use

Conlinieed on page 50
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he preeminent buzzword these days is “sustainability.

As an engineer who has spent much of his career

warking in the high-tech sector, 1 am a strong supporter

of sustaimability. 1t's all abowt green initiafives and trying

to leave the planet intact for those thae will come after us.

SU R HOUN DED Sustainability is truly gaining momentum m many arcas,
inchucing the RY industry in part due to Evergreen RV, a

company that is on the cuiting edge of manufacturing for
sustiinability

Evergreen produces the wvery first eco-friendly, all-
composite travel trailers and fifth wheels. Evergreen calls
their monufacturing process “Compositek™ ™ constructaon,

and it’s long overdue. Not only is green manufacturing good

' for the environment, but in the case of recreational vehicles,

A HEFIEW Df Evergreen HVS it also addresses some problems that have plagued owiners over
the years

The company hos replaced traditional building materials with
‘Compositek™™ engingered green composite materials commoniy
used in other industrics. These materials are lighter and stromeer,
meet the stringent BY standards, and are compleiely environmentally
friendly, being recvclable and formaldehyde-free. Instead of the
tmditional wood substrate, Evergreen uses a composite material to
B]r" build the fAoor, walls, and roof, One of the biggest benefits of this
Ef'EVE' Ff-DIESE‘ technology to the consumer is that, since the material is waterprood
imd mildew-resistant, there can be no dry rot in the case of water leaks.

Of eourse, most consumers are muinly concerned with the appearance,
usability, and quality of the RV they are interested in purchasing. | had the
opportiimity o visit Friserway BY Centre in AbbotsFord, Bratish Columbia,
which is Canada's largest Evergreen dealer. T was pleasantly surprised when it came 1o the 20RK model that 1 reviewed. This
is without & doabt one of the most attrective ravel trailers | have seen, with & high gloss gel coat sage exterior This is o stark
nnd welecome contrast bo the usual white

The ofien under-designed cargo doors are a scoludly desagted composite material with robust latches. They are plso solid black,
offering o pleasing look. Accordimg to company literature, “They cannot rof, dent, mold, or mildew.” Also present is & 20-fiom
power awning, typically limited to high-end motorized units. This model sports 2 single corbside slideout.

The Evergreen line is sleek, right down to the modernistic hook-up lights, black composite tank cover, and digmond plate. All
maodels include a unique ententainment center mounting system, allowing the consumer to termporarily mount the television
on an externally mounted bracket without the use of tools. On the demonstration model, there was plenty of storage in the
lit, oversized, pass-through companment, s well s high
quality aluminum wheels and suspension

The interior is equally pleasing, with a large two-dootr
refrigerator and fully functional kitchen and bedroom. All
cabinel constroction is both glued and screwed and features
solid wood mortised doors. The drawers are plywood with
ball-bearing slides,

The galley, bathroom, and bedroom resemble that of other
travel trailers and fifth wheels, bui the manufacturer s
the ante by using higher quality components: For tnstance,
most low and mid-range coaches include a molded plastic
totlet, but the Evergreen modeb all include porcelain
commades with fool flush pedals,
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Cypions for the ravel trailer include a larger 15,000 Biu docted air conditioner, oversized LCD TV, gas oven, high oukpun
hathroom exhayst fan, power tongue jack, and dual pane windows, The most unique option aviilable is the translucen! composite
H-pound hguid propape (LP) tanks. Imagine being able o view the propane level in the wank. This is conclusive proot that this
company is on the cotting =dge of technology

Ko of the fifth wheel options are a free standing table and chairs. hide-a-bed air mattness, solar batbery charger. ten biade
power bathroom fan, W0 degres um hitch, tankless wister heater, and slide-out bike rack

Perhaps the mast appealing feature of all is that Evergreen plants & tree for every wnranty registrafion, This is most cerainly a
Company that is nod only dedicated 1w the environment snd the future of the planet, bot 15 also committed 1o customer satisfacton

For more informalyon ¥isii wisww, S0eveTEreenrv.oom
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